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Dear Residents: 
 
Upon assuming my responsibilities in May I was certainly aware of a 
number of significant challenges which we, the Trustees of 
Kenilworth, expected to be facing, but in all honesty, the issue of 
power outages was simply not on the list.  At our first full Trustee 
meeting immediately preceding the events of the past week, I told the 
Trustees that our term would surely include some “character 
building” opportunities.  This past ten days has clearly confirmed the 
wisdom of that comment. 
 
I do not want to attempt to review in this communication the  
extreme disappointment, and frustration we all have experienced.  
You have seen the  blow-by-blow communications from both the Village and 
Commonwealth Edison.  Rather, I want you to know that the Village has and is 
diligently applying all of the talent and resources available to bring this series of 
interruptions and deplorable inconveniences to an end, as well as to deal with the 
longer term issue.  The points I would like to share with you at this time are the 
following: 
 

Our entire Village staff has been available and responding to this challenging and 
continuously changing situation in a most professional way.  Having been present at 
various meetings and visiting with residents coming to the Village Hall day and 
night, it has been reassuring for me to observe the commitment and competency 
with which the staff has and will continue to carry out their duties. 

 
The primary Village area affected (southeast Kenilworth) shares some power grid 
capacity with Wilmette.  The Village of Kenilworth has worked  closely, 
cooperatively, and effectively with the Wilmette Village leadership team in working 
with Commonwealth Edison to address the problems.  This will continue to be done 
until we are convinced that Commonwealth Edison has provided a sustainable fix to 
our problems. 

 
We have had around-the-clock Commonwealth Edison work teams (as many as 17 
in Kenilworth) and an incident/command center operating 24/7 at the Wilmette 
Fire Station with Operating, Engineering, Customer Service, and External Relations 
executives, as well as Commonwealth Edison representatives at the Kenilworth 
Village Hall.  This will continue until 48 hours beyond the restoration of continuous 
power to all properties affected. 
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We will be meeting with Commonwealth Edison’s Operations and External Affairs executives and 
staff later this week to brief us on their  conclusions on the causes of this continuous stream of 
outages, as well as their general plan to rectify this situation on a long term basis. 

 
At the present time, the Village does not have confidence that any of the current fixes or remediation 
efforts by Commonwealth Edison will result in fundamental improvements to our Village capacity, 
nor the condition of our system required to preclude the future occurrence of such events. 

 
As a result, we have served notice to Commonwealth Edison that we expect the following: 

 
The development of a definitive plan which will result in significant improvement in 
handling greater electrical power loads and for a longer period of time during extreme 
weather conditions. 

 
Commonwealth Edison attendance at a Kenilworth Village meeting of residents to be held 
in the early- to mid-fall to explain their plans, answer questions, and to hear complaints 
from our residents.  We deliberately selected a fall meeting date since we know many 
families are on vacation and traveling during the summer and might miss this important 
meeting. 

 
The effective implementation of necessary system and infrastructure improvements to 
meet a higher threshold of load demand during periods of extreme weather conditions. 

 

We are extremely disappointed and frustrated, as you are, about this situation and the enormous 
inconvenience and cost this has caused to our community.  I can assure you we are determined to do 
everything in our power to achieve a comprehensive and effective solution that can be sustained longer 
term. 
 
Our entire Village staff have put in many hours of overtime to do everything possible to assist you, our 
residents, throughout this period of extreme difficulty.  We fully understand your frustration and 
complaints.  If there is anything you think we could or should do to improve how we are responding to 
this situation please feel free to contact the Village Manager, Brad Burke (847-251-1666). Thank you for 
your patience and understanding as we try to resolve this problem. 
 
We sincerely hope that our future communications on this subject will reflect meaningful and deserved 
improvement. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred G. Steingraber 
Village President 
Village of Kenilworth 
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Village President Appoints Members to Various Boards 
 

At the recent June Village Board Meeting, the Village Board confirmed appointments to various Village 
Boards and Commissions. Many of the Members are continuing their terms or have been reappointed, 
but there are some new faces, including new Treasurer Stephen D. Hoopes. The entire Village Board 
would like to express their thanks to those whose service is coming to an end including Treasurer Dr. 
Richard V.L. Cooper and other Members of these Boards and Commissions. Without their time, 
dedication, and significant contributions, Kenilworth would not be such a special place. The entire 
Kenilworth community is truly grateful to have received the benefit of their counsel and service.  
 
As part of the Board and Commission appointment process, the Village Board took action to make 
changes to the composition of the Architectural Review Commission (ARC). The changes made to the 
ARC include changing the Commission to be comprised of individuals with backgrounds, education, 
and/or interest in design and architecture, and moving forward, the ARC will not consist of members of 
the Village Board Building, Planning & Zoning Committee. As part of the transition process, the ARC will 
temporarily consist of 7 members for the next year. Long serving ARC members, Ms. Mary K. Hartigan & 
Ms. Gunta Cepuritis, will continue their term through April 30, 2010, and after that time, the 
Commission will transition back to a 5 member Commission starting May 1, 2010. In addition to the 
changes on the ARC, the Village Board altered the composition of the Plan Commission from 7 at-large 
members and 4 ex-officio members to 8 at-large members and one member of the Village Board and the 
Zoning Board Chairperson for a total of 10 members. The composition of the Boards and Commissions 
are as follows:  

Architectural Review Commission 

Jackie Bossu ^   4/30/2012 

Avani Mehta *   4/30/2011 

Mary Glerum *   4/30/2011 

Rose Latter *   4/30/2010 

Anne Bird *   4/30/2012 

Mary K. Hartigan ^   4/30/2010 

Gunta Cepuritis ^   4/30/2010 

Vicki Thompson 4/30/2013 

Kathy Wilson 4/30/2011 

Cary Johnson 4/30/2012 

Frank Cavalier 4/30/2010 
Dr. James 
Pollock 4/30/2010 

Chris Caywood *  4/30/2014 

Mark Hinkamp 4/30/2013 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
 

Emergency Telephone Safety Board 

Robert A. Hastings * 4/30/2011 

Earl Tuckman 4/30/2010 

Lt. Phillip P. Brunell 4/30/2010 

P. Randall Knowles ^ 4/30/2011 

Chief John Petersen^ 4/30/2011 

Plan Commission 

Cary Johnson  *  4/30/2010 

Vicki Thompson *  4/30/2013 

Robert A. Smietana ^  4/30/2011 

Gregory P. Matic  *  4/30/2010 

Dan Noel *  4/30/2010 

Eileen Madigan *  4/30/2010 

Gwen Sommers Yant ^  4/30/2010 

Sunil Chopra *  4/30/2010 

Dirk Degenaars ^  4/30/2010 

Elizabeth Bannon  4/30/2010 

Building Review Commission 

Ray Drexler 4/30/2011 

Jackie Bossu 4/30/2011 

Rachel Noel 4/30/2011 

John Vitt 4/30/2010 

OPEN 4/30/2010 

Jane Hopper 4/30/2012 

Ann Potter *  4/30/2012 

Police Pension Board 

Dave Miller 4/30/2010 

Stephen D. Hoopes *  4/30/2010 

Craig Miller 4/30/2010 

Bill Burns 4/30/2010 

Al Kaminski 4/30/2010 

Note: * - Appointed ^ - Reappointed 

Future Candidates for Village Service  
The Village Board is interested in maintaining a list of residents interested in serving on the various 
Village boards, committees and commissions including a compendium of individuals with specific 
talents or areas of expertise. If you have a possible interest to serve on a Board or Commission or some 
other activity, applications are available on the Village website, www.villageofkenilworth.org, in the 
Forms and Ordinance section.  
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Upcoming Meetings  
Friday, July 3 ñVillages Offices Closed in Observance of Independence Day  
Monday, July 6 ñPlan Commission Meeting ñ     7:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, July 9 ñPark Board Meeting ñ5:00 p.m.  
Monday, July 13 ñVillage Board Meeting ñ7:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, July 29 ñZoning Board of Appeals Meeting ñ7:30 p.m.  

 
For more information, see the Villageõs website, www.villageofkenilworth.org . 
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