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National Register of Historic Places Historic District  VS.  Local Historic District/Preservation Ordinance* 
 
 

• A national “honor roll”; not a program. 
• Non-regulatory – No review of individual homeowner 

projects unless property owner decides to participate 
in State or Federal incentive programs and meet 
certain requirements. 

• Not a local program, no local preservation or district 
ordinance required. 

• No regulatory body (no local Preservation 
Commission). 

• Designated at the national level.  
• No restrictions, no review of changes, and no 

prohibition of demolition related to the National 
Register unless project receives Federal or State 
funding.  

 
     
 
 

• Ongoing preservation program created and 
administered by the municipality. 

• May be regulatory in nature. 
• Requires a local Preservation Ordinance 
• Most have a municipal review body (Historic 

Preservation Commission). 
• Local landmarks are designated by the municipality – 

municipality determines who has authority to submit 
local landmark nominations.  

• Changes to structures and/or demolition may require 
review and approval of the historic preservation 
commission. 

 
 
* A range of options determined by each municipality. 
 


